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Your
Council Tax

Dear resident 

The last year has presented enormous challenges to all of us. Covid-19 has affected the lives of everyone  
in the UK and Lambeth has been no exception. Many of us have caught the virus, tragically lost loved ones 
or felt the economic pain of this crisis. No-one’s life has stayed the same and we’ve all had to adapt. 

Lambeth Council has been no different – and throughout we’ve worked hard to be on the side of our 
residents. Whether that was getting Personal Protective Equipment to care homes and delivering 
thousands of food packages to vulnerable and shielded residents, or introducing extra grants for small 
businesses and providing free school meals to children, the council has been on your side thanks to an 
amazing effort by council workers, volunteers and community groups.

That has obviously come at considerable cost, as we’ve worked hard to keep all existing services running 
during lockdowns while starting new ones like testing and food distribution. Covid-19 has cost the council 
an estimated £69 million in extra spending and lost income. And despite the government pledging to cover 
all those costs last year, so far that hasn’t happened.

This has been true for all councils across the country, many of whom face financial challenges. Lambeth’s 
challenges are no different, but thanks to careful financial management we have agreed a balanced budget 
that maintains council services. It does mean increasing council tax by 1.99% alongside a 3% ‘precept’ for 
adult social care to make up for the shortfall in government funding.

But without it, we couldn’t continue funding our adult social care services at the same level so we can keep 
protecting care homes and vulnerable people. And because we know this crisis is far from over, we are also 
increasing council tax support for 7,000 of the poorest residents in Lambeth, as well as funding for people 
who need emergency financial help, benefits advice or help paying their rent. No-one should be left to 
struggle alone – please visit lambeth.gov.uk/covid19support to see what help is available.

Expanding the safety net for people who fall on hard times is absolutely right at this time of crisis – and 
we’re also determined to invest in jobs, skills and opportunities for all in Lambeth so that we can make 
a recovery that works for everyone. Just as Lambeth Council has been on your side throughout the 
pandemic, so we are determined to support you as restrictions lift and as the vaccine is rolled out safely 
over the coming months.

Stay safe – and thank you for all you have done over the last year to keep each other safe and well and to 
help your community.

Cllr Jack Hopkins, Leader of Lambeth Council
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Care in Lambeth

In 2019/20 more than 32% of Council spending was 
on Adult Social Care – over £92.5m.

Over the last year, the 
council has worked hard to 
protect residents, service 
users, carers and staff from 
the impacts of Covid-19.

We’ve ensured that our care 
homes have the PPE, support 
and protection that they have 
needed to manage the impact 
of the pandemic. We’ve worked 
closely with the NHS and 
local health and social care 
organisations to meet these 

unprecedented challenges and to 
protect vulnerable people.

We’ve also continued to focus 
on taking early action to prevent 
long-term problems, supporting 
people to stay at home for as 
long as possible and assisting 
people to leave hospital as soon 
as their medical needs are met. 
Most people make their own 
arrangements often with family 
and friends as carers. Our aim 
is to support people to be as 
independent as possible. We

know that people want to use 
hospital services only when other 
services cannot meet their needs. 
Residents tell us they want to 
feel in control of their lives, so 
we help by providing a personal 
budget for many people so they 
can choose the help and support 
they want for everyday living. We 
want to offer more choice and 
control, and this fits with what 
people in Lambeth say they want 
– to live independently at home
and be part of their community.
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How it’s spent

Cabinet members Cllr Danny Adilypour and Cllr Jim Dickson take lead 
responsibility on Health and Adult Social Care in Lambeth Council. 

For any enquiries about the work we do in Adult Social Care,  
please call Lambeth Council Adult Social Services: 020 7926 5555

Service Area
Integrated Disabilities

Older Adults

Mental Health

Supporting People

Other – Adults

Day Centres

49%

3%
5%

7%

10%

26%
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